
Some other helpful suggestions include: 
 

Love unconditionally. Accept your child as God accepts you, 
faults and all. 

 
Do not provoke your child to wrath with put-downs, incessant 
nagging, neglect or sarcasm (Col. 3:21). Sarcasm cuts to the core 
of a child's heart and can deeply wound your relationship. 

 
Show physical affection. You may express your love physically, 
within appropriate limits. 

 
Learn to love unconditionally. Parents often resent their children 
for being smart-mouthed, lazy or sloppy. No relationship can 
survive continual resentment. When you find yourself becoming 
resentful, confess it as sin, refuse to feel sorry for yourself, choose 
to behave lovingly and trust God to bring the fruit of love into 
your heart. 

 
Maintain eye contact because it communicates to your child that 
they are important. Look for things to which you can respond 
positively. 

 
Accept how God has made them and encourage them in their 
unique gifts and talents. Maintain the gracious mercy of the 
Prodigal son’s father. 

 
Do not play favorites and or compare your child to anyone else. 

 
Be faithful and keep your promises; God does. Remember: what 
we write in sand, our children write in cement. 

 
Make your instructions and decisions clear. Do not be double- 
minded and do not be easily manipulated by emotions. 

Discipline your children in the same way that the Lord disciplines 
you: parents often fall into the negative pattern of bargaining or 
threatening. Bargaining is when we offer our children something in 
return for their obedience. For example, “If you clean your room, I’ll let 
you watch TV” or “I’ll let you have ice cream if you will behave in the 
store.” Our children’s obedience should not be contingent on what they 
will get. Our responsibility as parents is to train our children. This can 
only be done through discipline. 

The book of Proverbs teaches us many practical aspects concerning the 
discipline we are to provide for our children. Some of the Scriptures that 
relate to this subject are as follows: 

“The rod of correction imparts wisdom, but a child left to 
itself disgraces his mother.” (Prov. 29:15) 

“Discipline your son, and he will give you peace; he will 
bring delight to your soul.” (Prov.  29:17) 

“He who spares the rod hates his son, but he who loves 
him is careful to discipline him.” (Prov. 13:24) 

Other helpful verses are Proverbs 19:18 and 22:15. By disciplining 
your child, you are showing your love for him. Your motivation should 
be for his profit and not as a release from your own anger. Your 
motivation must be to provide correction, a just consequence for 
unwanted behavior. Remember God’s correction is an encouraging one, 
that leads us to godliness and joy. Parents are not to break their 
children's spirit, but are to encourage their spiritual growth instead. 
Explain to them why you must discipline them, carry out that discipline 
and then LOVE THEM. If you are able to do this, you will be 
disciplining your children in God’s way. 

When you do this from the beginning, your children will derive their 
value and place in the world based upon how you love them. What you 
think and verbalize and how you treat them will be their first definition 
of themselves. Later they will identify with you as a family by coming 
to understand what you believe and how you see your place in life. 
Ultimately, as they grow and you teach them who Christ is, they will 
mature into Christians who derive their value not from who they are and 
what they do, but from the eternal truth of whom they belong to. 

These are but a few of the responsibilities that God calls us to as 
parents. The dedication of your family to God is a serious  matter 
and not to be entered into lightly. It is hoped that this brochure has 
helped you to recognize the extent of the commitment you will be 
making. If you have any questions, please write them down and we 
welcome you to speak with a pastor about dedicating your child. 
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Congratulations on your baby! Being blessed by God with a child is 
one of life’s greatest miracles. At the Westside Vineyard, we want to 
follow the Bible’s example of dedicating our children to the Lord. 

 
When the Lord gives children to Christian parents, He blesses us with the 
joy and responsibility of raising an eternal soul. We recognize that we are 
given a stewardship position over this child who came from Him, belongs 
to Him and God willing, will return to Him. Therefore, the Bible 
admonishes us to raise our children in the Lord and to establish early in 
life a foundation based on the truths of the Bible. 

 
We believe that a good starting place is a baby dedication. It should 
involve both immediate and extended family, including the family of 
friends and fellow believers. As you lift this child up to the Lord, you will 
have the support and encouragement of many who commit to  participate 
in teaching and living the gospel before your child. 

 
This brochure will provide you with a brief explanation of what 
dedicating a child means biblically as well as biblical principles to help 
you raise your child in a godly way. 

 
WHAT DOES DEDICATING A CHILD MEAN? 

 
Psalm 127:3 reads, “Sons are a heritage from the LORD, children a 
reward from him.” God gives children to us to bless us and we need to 
remember that they belong to Him. When we dedicate a child we are 
giving them back to the Lord. Dedication of a child means that we are 
publicly acknowledging that this child belongs to the Lord. 

 
An excellent example of dedicating a child to the Lord is given to us in 
1 Samuel 1:11. Hannah, being barren (or without child) for many years, 
was weeping before the Lord because of her condition. As she was 
weeping, she made a vow to God, saying “O Lord Almighty, if You will 
only look upon your servant’s misery and remember me, and not forget 
your servant but give her a son, then I will give him to the Lord for all 
the days of his life…” 



God honored Hannah’s request and gave her a son whom she named 
Samuel. Hannah, in keeping her vow, dedicated (or set apart) Samuel to 
the Lord. Jesus was also dedicated to God by His parents (Luke 2:22-23). 

 
These are examples of what our attitudes should be toward our children 
and their relationship to God. We are to strive to “set apart”  our 
children to God, realizing that they are made in His image - not ours - 
and will ultimately answer to Him. By dedicating your children to the 
Lord, you are making a vow to raise them in His ways and not your 
own. You are committing yourselves to this promise and must do all 
possible to keep it. A parent’s responsibility is to teach his children 
how to live. In the following section we offer six biblical principles to 
help you fulfill the awesome responsibility of being a parent. 

 
BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES TO HELP YOU RAISE YOUR CHILD 

 
Seek God first in your own life through prayer & reading the Bible: 
Jesus tells us to make knowing God and being righteous before Him 
our first priority. Matthew 6:33 says, “But seek first his kingdom and 
his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.” As 
we make our relationship with God our primary focus, we will 
experience the fruit of His Spirit, namely love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control in our life 
(Gal. 5:22-23). 

 
If married, love your spouse: There is no better foundation for 
instructing a child in the Lord than a marriage dedicated to Him first. 
The security that your child will sense and the freedom to be a child can 
only be fully realized in a marriage based on this foundation. The 
manner in which you and your spouse treat one another will speak 
volumes to your child about the Lord God whom you worship. Your 
actions and attitudes will serve to either reinforce or undermine 
everything you might say about Jesus Christ. The Bible’s command to 
“train up a child in the way he should go” will be received more easily 
in a marriage and family that lives out and shows the benefits of 
following godly wisdom. If you as parents are “salt”, you will create a 
desire and a thirst in your child for the things of God. 
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Be a living example of Christ to your children: Jesus said in John 
13:15, “I have set an example that you should do as I have done for 
you.” Our lives will be the pattern from which our children are formed. 
Let your children into your lives. Do not shield them from family 
issues and crises (be age appropriate) but share with them and teach 
them, acknowledging God’s sovereignty, provision, grace and mercy. 

 
Every parent fails. You will someday lose you temper, make sarcastic 
comments or impatiently snap at your child. But remember the 
Scriptures teach how to handle failures: acknowledge your error, ask 
for forgiveness, realize that the Lord forgives you and His blood is 
eternally effective, then go on living. 

 
As your child grows and matures, ask yourself, “Will my children 
believe what I tell them about Jesus Christ? Have I invested the time 
and the effort to build a relationship with my child so that they trust me 
enough to believe what I tell them?” 

 
The definition of successful parenting is that you and your child have a 
relationship built on trust. It is no different than the relationship the 
Lord calls us into with Himself... a relationship where He proves 
Himself faithful first and we learn to trust in Him and for everything. It 
is important to involve your children in your lives as they grow: listen 
to them; actively solicit their view of things; when they offer their 
ideas, do not rebut them immediately but make an effort to understand 
them; and do not shield them from age-appropriate family issues, 
whether you are buying a home, planning a vacation or dealing with a 
crisis. Sharing with them allows them to know that they are important, 
that their input is valuable and that they are included in the outcome. 
Share with them and teach them that you are acknowledging God’s 
sovereignty, will, purpose, provision, grace and mercy in all things. 
Remember that your values are caught more than taught. 

 
Pray for your child: a parent’s responsibility to pray for their children 
is to be a lifelong labor of love. In the book of 1 Chronicles 29:19, 
King David prays for his son Solomon: "Give my son Solomon the 
wholehearted devotion to keep your commands, requirements and 
decrees and to do everything to build the palatial structure for which I 
have provided." 

 
God granted David’s prayer and spoke these words to Solomon: 
"...therefore wisdom and knowledge will be given you. And I will also 
give you wealth, riches and honor, such as no king who was before 
you ever had and none after you will have” (2 Chron. 1:12). 

Instruct your child in the way of the Lord: Ephesians 6:4 instructs us 
as parents to "bring up our children in the training and instruction of the 
Lord.” Parents should sit down together and decide what they want their 
children to know and carefully teach them these truths through daily life 
experiences, personal example, parables, family devotions and books. 

 
In Galatians 6:24 the Bible teaches us that the Law is a tutor to lead us to 
Christ. As parents we understand our own shortcomings and we 
obviously expect them from our children. It is good to realize that the 
purpose of all instruction is not necessarily to get them to  do right, 
though that is a benefit, but that the real intent must be to point them to 
their need for Christ. No amount of instruction, self-will,  determination 
or discipline can ever overcome the fact that a sinful nature must be put 
to death by reliance on the Cross and the Resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

 
We suggest this outline for what parents should teach their children: 

 
I. WHO IS GOD? 

A. Creator of all things (Genesis 1) 
B. Eternal (Psalm 90:2) 
C. Holy (1 John 1:5) 
D. Righteous (Psalm 145:17) 
E. Love (1 John 4:8) 
F. Three in One (Deut. 6:4; John 1:1) 

II. WHO IS MAN? 

A. Created in the image of God (Genesis 1:26, 27) 
B. Created for God’s glory (Rev. 4:11) 
C. Created for service (Psalm 8) 
D. Created for relationship with God (Acts 17:26, 27) 
E. Rebellious and sinful (Genesis 3:1-6, Romans 3:23) 
F. Separated from God (Romans 6:23) 

III. WHO IS JESUS CHRIST? 

A. Son of God – Divine (Isaiah 9:6; John 1:1, 14) 
B. Son of man – Human (1 Tim. 2:5; Heb. 2:14) 
C. Sinless (Hebrews 4:15) 
D. Our Savior (Romans 5:8; John 14:6) 
E. Resurrected (1 Cor. 15:3-6) 

IV. HOW ARE WE SAVED? 

A. By repentance (Hebrews 6:1) 
B. By faith (Eph. 2:8, 9) 
C. By justification (Gal. 2:16) 
D. By forgiveness (Col. 1:14) 
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