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Cultural Discussion INTRO 

READING: 

Week 1 (before second meeting) 

Growing Younger review 

Refresh Gathering – Notes  

Schedule: 

7:30-7:50 – Introductions : Name, how long you have had some connection to the Westside 
Vineyard, and one truth or experience that has connected you to Christ” (about 1 minute each) 

7:50 – 8:15 – Introduction: Why are We Here? (This should be videotaped and posted and watched 
by all who miss this first session as it will shape the nature of conversation.) 

Three intersecting dynamics 
• Generational Change 
• Cultural Change 
• Divine Calling 
 
(Can get coffee / dessert as they move to tables) 

8:15 – 9:00  - Table Discussions (group of 6): REACHING the lives of our Post-Christian Culture 

Knowing that the vast majority of lives don’t initially identify an interest in knowing more about 
Christ… what might be bridges we can build? It may be helpful to think of at least two spheres… 
public at large (reaching those there is no connection to)…and building upon relational bridges (how 
to build upon those people already know.) This may include identifying the issues in life that connect 
people to deeper questions, the best means to communicate to average younger lives, “common 
ground” activity or events that can build bridges. 

9:00 – 9:10 – Large Group Summary (Facilitator of each table gives top ideas…and will also give 
notes which we will then combine) 

Closing prayer 
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Why Are We Here? 

To Follow Jesus in reaching our changing culture with the unchanging love of 
God. 

There are three dynamics at hand…which I want to invite you to engage. They are all 
intersecting…overlapping…simultaneous. 

(Illust – sail boat: flotation…wind…rudder) 

Generational Change 

When I first got connected… 25 years old… (pics and video)… younger than most Vineyards… 

I was just behind the core of the Jesus Movement era… those who identified Jesus as the most 
radical choice one could make… the opposite of being conventional…it was rebellious  

Like all initial generational cores…we grew older… and at the same time… that unique cultural 
moment faded and cultural changes (which we will also consider)… created a distance. 

While we grew across generations… the leaderships has not spread downwards and 
subsequently…neither has the balance of lives in general. 

Larger cultural disconnection… 

”The share of U.S. adults who identify as Christian has recently dropped 
from 78 to 71 percent. No major denomination is growing. Further, 18 to 
29-year-olds make up nearly 20 percent of the U.S. population but only 10 
percent of church attenders.”  

Growing Young: Six Essential Strategies to Help Young People Discover and Love Your Church, by 
Powell, Griffin, Mulder 

> Now they go on to discover what is helping some churches grow younger…and I will give you a 
copy of their key point. 

So we want to take up the call to Grow younger… 

This is not new…it is something God birthed some years ago… 

• Gathering and raising up new generation of lives and leaders… Altaer…  
• At a point it began to face a loss of continuing new cycle… 
• Loss came with learning… convergence of factors… 
• Those now reaching their 30’s needed connection…but also the next 20 something young adults 
• Unprecedented new churches specifically creating new 20 something church cultures 

Ok…because  
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• We realize that the only lasting future is ultimately developing a multigenerational life 
• We believe in you  

o Imagine everyone here over 50 walking out…leaving you…over 40…leaving you… you 
could lead the way. 

• But one more reason… most of what has been spreading across different churches is that of 
those who have some faith…. Is part of the tiny 3% churched. We want to create a great 
missional community for those in their 20s and 30s…but simply getting the most share of the 3% 
doesn’t mean anything. 

This leads to the next dynamic… 

Cultural Change 

When I first came… there was a basic respect for Christians… anyone would be respected for 
beginning to go to a church. Their party hearty friends might think…”Oh no…are you going to 
become one of THEM?”… but not because they didn’t respect Christians…they just didn’t like the 
life changes it brought. 

But a lot has changed…and changed fast. Christian faith has become 
dismissed… if not disdained. 

What happened? Could note a lot of things… 

Culture Wars in which some conservative Christians thought they were serving God by saving 
the country through declaring they would prove a majority political force..to restore Christian moral 
values. (The Moral Majority was a prominent American political organization associated with the 
Christian right and Republican Party. It was founded in 1979 by Baptist minister Jerry Falwell and 
associates, and dissolved in the late 1980s.) 

Naturally created resentment…and as some of those leaders who claimed moral superiority…fell… 
= hypocrisy. 

Relativism…which way…became ‘no way.’ As the culture becomes more pluralistic… it can 
seem like the only way to walk peacefully through it. “No one is wrong…because no one is right.” 

Secularism / Naturalism (New atheism) 

Technology seem to set off a sense that change is good...faster change is better… 

Today… according to the new report by the nonpartisan Pew Research Center 
(2015)…. Christianity, remains by far the nation’s dominant religious 
tradition…but for what is probably the first time in U.S. history, the number 
of American Christians has declined.  
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The erosion in traditional religious ranks seems likely to continue. Among 
Americans aged 18 to 33, slightly more than half identify as Christian, 
compared with roughly 8 in 10 in the baby boom generation and older age 
groups, the new data show. 

Moreover, in a reverse of previous patterns, younger Americans do not appear 
to be adhering more to traditional faiths as they become parents. Just the 
opposite seems to be happening — members of the millennial generation 
have grown less religious as they age. 

America is in the transition to a “Post-Christian” culture…and the Westside is among 
those at the forefront of that change. 

“A post-Christian society is not merely a society in which agnosticism or 
atheism is the prevailing fundamental belief. It is a society rooted in the history, 
culture, and practices of Christianity but in which the religious beliefs of 
Christianity have been either rejected or, worse, forgotten.” - John O'Sullivan 
(December 2013) 

IMAGE: Newsweek (4/3/2009) 

Most would say that individualism…a generally secular 
individualism…has become the defining value… even while actually still 
living out of a Christian worldview. 
Read more at: http://www.nationalreview.com/article/366263/our-post-christian-society-john-
osullivan Our Post-Christian Society by JOHN O'SULLIVAN December 14, 2013 

• In a post-Christian society the Biblical story that once shaped culture is no 
longer the narrative that gives meaning to life. 

• Because of the church’s past influence, Sunday is a special day …but it’s 
no longer because people gather for worship. It’s now merely the day to 
spend time with family and friends and to rest from a week’s hard work. 

Our desire is grow in engaging and enlightening the path by which those 
who share today’s culture can know Jesus.. 

As one of our key values describes… 

“We believe we are to be a church that rises above fears and a “fortress 
mentality”; where those first exploring Jesus can safely join those who 

http://www.nationalreview.com/article/366263/our-post-christian-society-john-osullivan
http://www.nationalreview.com/article/366263/our-post-christian-society-john-osullivan
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believe and encounter Christ’s calling together; where inviting and 
including is a natural part of our gathering.” 

Tim Keller (Paraphrase) – A missional church is characterized by a great deal 
of respect for what it’s like not to believe. We understand what it’s like to not 
believe. We understand the problems people have with the 
church…hypocrisy…injustice. And therefore, non-Christians can be there and 
not be a) offended (by the tone of statements about homosexuality, other 
religions, etc), and b) not be confused…because there is not an exclusive 
language and jargon… not us and them…good and bad. It’s about realizing 
that we live in the same world. When people realize that Christians share the 
same world …can be concerned about the same things…then they realize they 
could become one. 

If someone moves into a new culture to bring the life and message of Christ…they learn the 
language… culture (so they understand the what is meaningful). When they meet people…when 
they gather… speak the language and culture. In a similar way… we may need to ask… “Do I know 
speak post-Christian assumptions? Do I speak Post-Modern skepticism?” Some who are younger 
may be more natural as you have grown up in the culture. 

And one of our Guiding Perspectives, describes that, 

“Engaging our current culture’s relevant questions and ideas is a vital part of engaging God. 

Culture is neither “good” or “bad”… it is just the collective mindset shaped by current ideas 
and trends. While the most core nature of human life and ultimate truth may not change, we 
understand that culture does change. Styles change. Values change. Questions change. The 
way we think changes. We value engaging the culture as it is. Therefore we want to openly 
and honestly engage the current views of our day, including those of science, sexuality, 
ethics, and every other sphere of common thought.” 

I believe this cultural challenge may be even harder in this sense… that it is not 
declaring what has no association to it…it is describing what culture has tried to dismiss… there’s 
the nature of “progression”… change… and this includes  the tendency to dismiss the very 
foundations on which a culture was built …and this will invariably involve criticizing it. 

SO we want to be more supportive of what those younger may face ….may 
feel. 

In the face of such change…I want to pull back far enough to see beyond the current attitude. 

Helpful to realize that… 
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America has never been simply a “Christian” culture. The very shallow nominal commitment 
to Jesus that was sought…may have been what brought its cultural collapse.  

Judaism wasn’t at its high point when Jesus came. 

Culture is always changing… in styles, trends, and perspectives. 

Russell Moore - this sort of utopian millennialism, whether of the religious or secular sort, has a 
unanimously bad historical track record. As the self-proclaimed pagan Camille Paglia puts it, “History 
is littered with the remains of eternal empires.” 

(Russell Moore is president of the Ethics & Religious Liberty Commission of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, the moral and public policy agency of the nation’s largest Protestant denomination.) 

Is America Post-Christian? By Russell Moore –(May 26, 2015)  

The idea of America as “Christian” requires a concept of the nation as in covenant with God. 
Usually, this entails applying the promises made to Israel to the United States, even if only 
the generic “heal your land” promise of 2 Chronicles 7:14 as interpreted by God and country 
civil religion. And yet, Israel’s promises had a goal—and this goal is not the United States of 
America. The goal of Israel’s promises is the seed of Abraham, the son of David, Jesus of 
Nazareth (Rom. 9:4-5; Gal. 3:29). All the promises of God find their “yes” and “Amen” in him 
(2 Cor. 1:20). 

Moreover, the idea of America as “Christian” means that we define “Christian” in ways that 
disconnect Christianity from the gospel. The mission of Christ never calls on us to use 
nominal Christianity as a means to acclimate people to Christian “values” as pre-evangelism. 
To the contrary, the Spirit works through the open proclamation of the truth, renouncing 
cunning tactics (2 Cor. 4:1-2). The gospel does not need idolatry to bridge our way to it, even 
if that idolatry is the sort of Christianity that is one birth short of redemption. 

Nominal Christianity is not just a deficient form of Christianity. It is the opposite of gospel 
Christianity. This is because nominal Christianity doesn’t start where the gospel starts: with 
the sinner’s inability to come before God without a Mediator. This is not just inadequate; it is 
damning. Nominal Christianity can keep people from doing some of the things they want to 
do, but it sends them to hell as it does so. 

The gospel does not come to the righteous, Jesus tells us, but to sinners. Søren Kierkegaard 
warned long ago that a nominal, civil form of Christianity is the greatest apostasy, in which 
pagans live thinking they are Christians. But since, he argued, the illusion that we are 
Christians in a Christian nation is so persistent, “it looks indeed as if introducing Christianity 
amounts to taking Christianity away.” He concluded: Nevertheless, this is precisely what 
must be done, for the illusion must go.” 

The idea of America as “post-Christian” then calls the church to a sort of freaked-out 
nostalgia. We identify our focal point in some made-up past—whether the founding era, or 
the 1950s or the 1980s or whenever. That makes us all the more frantic when we see the 
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moral chaos around us. We see it in terms of “moral decline” instead of seeing it the way the 
Bible does, in terms of not decline but of Fall. 

“We are not time-travelers from the past. We are pilgrims from the future. We have not 
come to reclaim something that was lost. We have come to proclaim Someone who 
has found us.”  

So let’s stop our handwringing and our rage-venting. Let’s reclaim our mission, and reframe 
our perspective. We have the promises God has made to Christ. We have the Spirit a 
resurrected Christ has poured out on us. Jesus didn’t need traditional values or American 
civil religion at Pentecost, and he doesn’t need them now. 

If we take the opportunity to be the church, we may find that America is not “post-
Christian,” but is instead maybe “pre-Christian.” It may be that this land is filled with 
people who, though often Christ-haunted, have never known the power of the gospel, 
yet. 

 

(Russell Moore is president of the Ethics & Religious Liberty Commission of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, the moral and public policy agency of the nation’s largest Protestant denomination.) 

Is America Post-Christian? By Russell Moore –(May 26, 2015)  

The idea of America as “Christian” requires a concept of the nation as in covenant with God. 
Usually, this entails applying the promises made to Israel to the United States, even if only the 
generic “heal your land” promise of 2 Chronicles 7:14 as interpreted by God and country civil 
religion. And yet, Israel’s promises had a goal—and this goal is not the United States of America. 
The goal of Israel’s promises is the seed of Abraham, the son of David, Jesus of Nazareth (Rom. 
9:4-5; Gal. 3:29). All the promises of God find their “yes” and “Amen” in him (2 Cor. 1:20). 

Moreover, the idea of America as “Christian” means that we define “Christian” in ways that 
disconnect Christianity from the gospel. The mission of Christ never calls on us to use nominal 
Christianity as a means to acclimate people to Christian “values” as pre-evangelism. To the contrary, 
the Spirit works through the open proclamation of the truth, renouncing cunning tactics (2 Cor. 4:1-
2). The gospel does not need idolatry to bridge our way to it, even if that idolatry is the sort of 
Christianity that is one birth short of redemption. 

Nominal Christianity is not just a deficient form of Christianity. It is the opposite of gospel 
Christianity. This is because nominal Christianity doesn’t start where the gospel starts: with the 
sinner’s inability to come before God without a Mediator. This is not just inadequate; it is damning. 
Nominal Christianity can keep people from doing some of the things they want to do, but it sends 
them to hell as it does so. 

The gospel does not come to the righteous, Jesus tells us, but to sinners. Søren Kierkegaard 
warned long ago that a nominal, civil form of Christianity is the greatest apostasy, in which pagans 
live thinking they are Christians. But since, he argued, the illusion that we are Christians in a 
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Christian nation is so persistent, “it looks indeed as if introducing Christianity amounts to taking 
Christianity away.” He concluded: Nevertheless, this is precisely what must be done, for the illusion 
must go.” 

The idea of America as “post-Christian” then calls the church to a sort of freaked-out nostalgia. We 
identify our focal point in some made-up past—whether the founding era, or the 1950s or the 1980s 
or whenever. That makes us all the more frantic when we see the moral chaos around us. We see it 
in terms of “moral decline” instead of seeing it the way the Bible does, in terms of not decline but of 
Fall. 

“We are not time-travelers from the past. We are pilgrims from the future. We have not come 
to reclaim something that was lost. We have come to proclaim Someone who has found us.  

If we take the opportunity to be the church, we may find that America is not “post-Christian,” 
but is instead maybe “pre-Christian.” It may be that this land is filled with people who, though 
often Christ-haunted, have never known the power of the gospel, yet.”  - Russell Moore 

This leads to the las element at hand… 

Divine Calling 

When I first said yes to Jesus…there was a sense that I would naturally serve the lover of my soul. 

> That has never changed 

It was a call to declare the grace that meets us in the separation of our souls from God. 

transcended the social and cultural issues…politics and moralism 

Prodigal son… I am the younger…and older son 

While initially it was the message… what I needed and found was a church that “had space for 
someone like me.” 

 

So…. 

1. Reaching our younger / Post-Christian culture 
• What is the emerging demographic of the Westside? 
• What lies between the mind and heart of the lives of younger / Post-Christian culture and 

the message of eternal life that lies in Jesus? 
• What could serve as bridges between those? 
  
2. Relating to our younger / Post-Christian culture in how we gather 
• What are more ways that our larger weekend gatherings could be more naturally 

engaging to those who reflect the younger / Post-Christian culture? (If you had a friend 
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whom was open to spiritual beliefs…would you bring them to a Sunday gathering? What 
might make them more comfortable and receptive?) 

• What are more ways that our community life as a whole could give more place to 
younger lives? 

 
3. Practical and personal steps for each of us 
What role can we each play in the positive steps we have identified? 
  

Remainder of our time…is to consider the 97% who bear Gods’s image but have not come home to 
Him. 

Particularly those who live in this unique area – the Westside of Los Angeles. 

Over half a million (… by LA Times definition…520,000 in 2000. Wikitravel) …and if extending that 
into El Segundo… and Ladera … far more. 

Average age is about 40 (for SM, MV, CC, Playa)… young professions likely about 30…but there 
are also a growing number of those in their 70’s and 80’s. 

 

http://wikitravel.org/en/West_Side_(Los_Angeles_County) 

The Westside comprises the neighborhoods of Los Angeles City and other cities 
(municipalities) running west of La Cienega Boulevard to the Pacific Ocean. To the east is 
Hollywood and Mid-Wilshire. The northern boundary is the Santa Monica Mountains. The 
southern boundary is less obvious - often LAX or the 105 freeway serve as a good marker, 
separating the Westside from the South Bay. 

Among the core neighborhoods are Los Angeles/West (Westwood, Brentwood, West 
LA), Century City, Pacific Palisades, Palms, Rancho Park, and Mar Vista. Communities 
further from the core include Beverly Hills, West Hollywood, Bel Air, Culver 
City, Venice, Santa Monica, Marina Del Rey, Playa Del Rey, Westchester and a sub-section 
of Westchester, Playa Vista. 

Extended stats - http://www.towncharts.com/California/Demographics/Los-Angeles-city-CA-
Demographics-data.html 

https://www.trulia.com/real_estate/West_Los_Angeles-Los_Angeles/7186/ 

Very current SM stats… https://www.scag.ca.gov/Documents/SantaMonica.pdf 

From 2000 to 2016, median household income increased by $23,652. 

Between 2000 and 2016, the total number of households in the City of Santa Monica 
increased by 3,403 units, or 7.6 percent. •  During this 16- year period, the city’s 

http://wikitravel.org/en/West_Side_(Los_Angeles_County)
http://wikitravel.org/en/Los_Angeles
http://wikitravel.org/en/South_Bay_(Los_Angeles_County)
http://wikitravel.org/en/Los_Angeles/West
http://wikitravel.org/en/Los_Angeles/Westwood
http://wikitravel.org/en/Century_City
http://wikitravel.org/en/Pacific_Palisades
http://wikitravel.org/en/Los_Angeles/Palms
http://wikitravel.org/wiki/en/index.php?title=Los_Angeles/Mar_Vista&action=edit&redlink=1
http://wikitravel.org/en/Beverly_Hills
http://wikitravel.org/en/West_Hollywood
http://wikitravel.org/en/Bel_Air
http://wikitravel.org/en/Culver_City
http://wikitravel.org/en/Culver_City
http://wikitravel.org/en/Venice_(California)
http://wikitravel.org/en/Santa_Monica
http://wikitravel.org/en/Marina_Del_Rey
http://wikitravel.org/en/Playa_Del_Rey
http://www.towncharts.com/California/Demographics/Los-Angeles-city-CA-Demographics-data.html
http://www.towncharts.com/California/Demographics/Los-Angeles-city-CA-Demographics-data.html
https://www.trulia.com/real_estate/West_Los_Angeles-Los_Angeles/7186/
https://www.scag.ca.gov/Documents/SantaMonica.pdf


10	
	

household growth rate of 7.6 percent was higher than the county growth rate of 5.6 
percent. 

 

The meaning of ‘post-Christian’ is now clearly defined… JULY 2, 2015  

http://humanitas.org/?p=3436 

Coming to Terms with a Post-Christian World; ROD DREHER| NOVEMBER 2, 2015 

http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2015/november/coming-to-terms-with-post-christian-world.html 

“Orthodox Christians Must Now Learn To Live as Exiles in Our Own Country” by Rod Dreher was 
published on June 26, 2015 on the website of Time.  

http://humanitas.org/?p=3436
http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2015/november/coming-to-terms-with-post-christian-world.html
http://time.com/3938050/orthodox-christians-must-now-learn-to-live-as-exiles-in-our-own-country/

