
Encountering Jesus 
Luke 5:17-26 

 
Welcome to this gathering of Encountering Jesus through the Gospel of Luke. Enjoy some time getting to 
know both one another…and getting to know Christ together.  
 
Getting to know one another… 
Who is one fictional character you would want to be friends with? 
 
Centering… 
Take a quiet moment to center your soul on God. Take a minute for all those participating to close their 
eyes… take a deep breath…and prayerfully listen as one member reads the following Scripture… slowly 
…three times…after which they may lead in an opening prayer for the group time. 
 
Psalm 145:18-19 (NIV) – “The Lord is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth. He fulfills 
the desires of those who fear him; he hears their cry and saves them.”  
 
Exploring… 
Read Luke 5:17-26 (Could have read aloud, by one or two individuals) 
 
Luke 5:17-26 (NIV) 
17 One day Jesus was teaching, and Pharisees and teachers of the law were sitting there. They had 
come from every village of Galilee and from Judea and Jerusalem. And the power of the Lord was with 
Jesus to heal the sick. 18 Some men came carrying a paralyzed man on a mat and tried to take him into 
the house to lay him before Jesus. 19 When they could not find a way to do this because of the crowd, 
they went up on the roof and lowered him on his mat through the tiles into the middle of the crowd, right 
in front of Jesus. 
20 When Jesus saw their faith, he said, “Friend, your sins are forgiven.” 
21 The Pharisees and the teachers of the law began thinking to themselves, “Who is this fellow who 
speaks blasphemy? Who can forgive sins but God alone?” 
22 Jesus knew what they were thinking and asked, “Why are you thinking these things in your 
hearts? 23 Which is easier: to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up and walk’? 24 But I want you 
to know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.” So he said to the paralyzed man, “I 
tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.” 25 Immediately he stood up in front of them, took what he 
had been lying on and went home praising God. 26 Everyone was amazed and gave praise to God. They 
were filled with awe and said, “We have seen remarkable things today.” 
 
1. Describe what you imagine the chaos was like in and around the house in which Jesus was teaching?  
 
2. How does the effort these friends take to get their friend to Jesus speak to you? 
 
3 What was the attitude of the scribes and Pharisees towards Jesus? What was the attitude of the friends 
of the paralyzed man towards Jesus? What was the difference between the two groups of people? 
 
4. The passage says that Jesus knew what the Pharisees were thinking (5:22). Discuss the significance 
of this fact.   
 
5. Why might Jesus have chosen to forgive the paralyzed man’s sins before physically healing him? 
 
6. Most of the time, are you more concerned about your physical condition than about your spiritual 
condition? Why? What can you do to keep a healthy perspective of spiritual and physical healing? 
 
   


