
Encountering Jesus 
Luke 6:37-42 

 
Welcome to this gathering of Encountering Jesus through the Gospel of Luke. This group 
engagement is designed to provide a process of getting to know both one another…and Christ 
together. As noted through these weeks, the Scriptures are a “living Word” or testimony…centered 
around the living Christ…so when we encounter Jesus through the Scriptures, we encounter not only 
what “was” …but what “is.”  
 
Getting to know one another… 
If you had to lose one of your five senses, which one would you choose? 
 
Centering… 
Take a quiet moment to center your soul on God. Take a minute for all those participating to close 
their eyes… take a deep breath…and prayerfully listen as one member reads the following 
Scripture… slowly …three times…after which they may lead in an opening prayer for the group time. 
 
Psalm 51:17 (NIV) – “My sacrifice, O God, is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart you, God, will 
not despise.”  
 
Exploring… 
 
In this section of Luke’s Gospel (good news) of Jesus, we have begun to hear what Jesus tells his 
followers about how they must follow a different way… the way that can enter the Kingdom of God… 
the terenal way of life with God…different than a world now separated from Him. 
Read Luke 6:37-42 (Could have read aloud, by one or two individuals) 
 
Luke 6:37-42 (NIV) 
37 “Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. 
Forgive, and you will be forgiven. 38 Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, 
shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will 
be measured to you.” 39 He also told them this parable: “Can the blind lead the blind? Will they not 
both fall into a pit? 40 The student is not above the teacher, but everyone who is fully trained will be 
like their teacher.41 “Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no 
attention to the plank in your own eye? 42 How can you say to your brother, ‘Brother, let me take the 
speck out of your eye,’ when you yourself fail to see the plank in your own eye? You hypocrite, first 
take the plank out of your eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s 
eye. 

 
1. The initial statement in this section, begins with ”Do not judge..” (verse 37). What reasons could be 
identified both within the larger text and beyond it, for understanding that Jesus was not intending to 
renounce all forms of human judgment? 
 
2. Discuss how the common ways we judge people can reflect a desire to harm rather than help? 
 



3. Discuss how the various elements of what Jesus said confronts the type of judgment that is rooted 
in harm and contempt? 
 
4. In what way can we become “the blind leading the blind”?  
 
*5. Jesus uses a dramatic image of how one could have a plank in one’s own eye while trying to 
remove a speck in another’s eye? In what ways do you see this truth and how does it speak to you? 
 
6. In light of this passage, how do you believe Jesus would have us become different in the way we 
engage judging others in the midst of our increasingly contemptuous world? 
 
* This question is best considered OPTIONAL. It may be best to skip if the group is large or short on 
time, perhaps having had extensive discussion on a previous question. 
    


