
Encountering Jesus 
Luke 7:36-50 

 
Welcome to this gathering of Encountering Jesus through the Gospel of Luke. This group engagement is 
designed to provide a process of getting to know both one another…and Christ together.  
 
Getting to know one another… 
If you could only wear one color for the rest of your life, what would it be? 
 
Centering… 
Take a quiet moment to center your soul on God. Take a minute for all those participating to close their 
eyes… take a deep breath…and prayerfully listen as one member reads the following Scripture… slowly 
…three times…after which they may lead in an opening prayer for the group time. 
 
Micah 7:18 (NIV) – “Who is a God like you, who pardons sin and forgives the transgression of the 
remnant of his inheritance? You do not stay angry forever but delight to show mercy.”  
 
Exploring… 
Read Luke 7:36-50 (Could have read aloud, by one or two individuals) 
 
Luke 7:36-50 (NIV) 
36 When one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, he went to the Pharisee’s house and 
reclined at the table. 37 A woman in that town who lived a sinful life learned that Jesus was eating at the 
Pharisee’s house, so she came there with an alabaster jar of perfume. 38 As she stood behind him at his 
feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them 
and poured perfume on them. 39 When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If 
this man were a prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she is—that she is 
a sinner.” 40 Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have something to tell you.” “Tell me, teacher,” he said. 41 “Two 
people owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five hundred denarii,[c] and the other 
fifty. 42 Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he forgave the debts of both. Now which of 
them will love him more?” 43 Simon replied, “I suppose the one who had the bigger debt forgiven.” “You 
have judged correctly,” Jesus said. 44 Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see 
this woman? I came into your house. You did not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my feet with 
her tears and wiped them with her hair. 45 You did not give me a kiss, but this woman, from the time I 
entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. 46 You did not put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume 
on my feet. 47 Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven—as her great love has shown. But 
whoever has been forgiven little loves little.” 48 Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 49 The 
other guests began to say among themselves, “Who is this who even forgives sins?” 50 Jesus said to the 
woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” 

 

1. What risk was this woman taking in coming to the house of a Pharisee? What does this tell us about her 
emotional state? 
 
2. Why do you think the woman reacted the way she did when she saw Jesus? Can you relate to this 
reaction? 
 
3. What does Jesus see in this woman that Simon does not? How does this affect Jesus’ actions toward 
her? 
 
4. What do you think was Jesus’ purpose in telling the parable in verses 41-43? What is the significance of 
the creditor’s canceling the debts? 
 



5. In verse 47, what is the response that Jesus wants in those whom he forgives? Do you think this 
characterizes the lives of those who are believers in Jesus, forgiven by him? Does it characterize your 
life? 
 
6. When have you been most demonstrative in your love of Jesus? How difficult is it for you to be 
demonstrative in a relationship with Jesus? What hinders you from being more open with your love? 
 
 
* This question is best considered OPTIONAL. It may be best to skip if the group is large or short on time, 
perhaps having had extensive discussion on a previous question. 
 
 


