
Encountering Jesus 
Luke 8:1-18 

 
Welcome to this gathering of Encountering Jesus through the Gospel of Luke. This group engagement is 
designed to provide a process of getting to know both one another…and Christ together.  
 
Getting to know one another… 
What three things would you choose to plant in a garden? 
 
Centering… 
Take a quiet moment to center your soul on God. Take a minute for all those participating to close their 
eyes… take a deep breath…and prayerfully listen as one member reads the following Scripture… slowly 
…three times…after which they may lead in an opening prayer for the group time. 
 
Psalm 145:18-19 (NIV) – “The Lord is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth. He fulfills 
the desires of those who fear him; he hears their cry and saves them.”  
 
Exploring… 
Read Luke 8:1-15 (Could have read aloud, by one or two individuals) 
 
Luke 8:1-15 (NIV) 
After this, Jesus traveled about from one town and village to another, proclaiming the good news of the 
kingdom of God. The Twelve were with him, 2 and also some women who had been cured of evil spirits 
and diseases: Mary (called Magdalene) from whom seven demons had come out; 3 Joanna the wife of 
Chuza, the manager of Herod’s household; Susanna; and many others. These women were helping to 
support them out of their own means. 
4 While a large crowd was gathering and people were coming to Jesus from town after town, he told this 
parable: 5 “A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path; it 
was trampled on, and the birds ate it up. 6 Some fell on rocky ground, and when it came up, the plants 
withered because they had no moisture.  7Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up with it and choked 
the plants. 8 Still other seed fell on good soil. It came up and yielded a crop, a hundred times more than 
was sown.” 

When he said this, he called out, “Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.” 
9 His disciples asked him what this parable meant. 10 He said, “The knowledge of the secrets of the 
kingdom of God has been given to you, but to others I speak in parables, so that, 

“‘though seeing, they may not see; 
    though hearing, they may not understand.’ 
11 “This is the meaning of the parable: The seed is the word of God. 12 Those along the path are the ones 
who hear, and then the devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts, so that they may not 
believe and be saved. 13 Those on the rocky ground are the ones who receive the word with joy when they 
hear it, but they have no root. They believe for a while, but in the time of testing they fall away.14 The seed 
that fell among thorns stands for those who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by life’s 
worries, riches and pleasures, and they do not mature. 15 But the seed on good soil stands for those with a 
noble and good heart, who hear the word, retain it, and by persevering produce a crop. 

 

1. Of the people traveling with Jesus, what position do the women seem to have? What does this passage 
tell us about them? About their relationship with the group? 
 



2. Based on this passage, and the previous one discussed last week in which a woman looked down upon 
by others expresses her devotion to Jesus, what is your general impression of Jesus’ relationships with 
women? What does this say about him? 
 
3. Why might people have difficulty understanding this parable? What does this say about how our 
understanding is influenced by the condition of our heart? 
 
4. Jesus goes on to describe what each type of soil represents in ways that can generally be understood. 
Which of the three difficult types of ground do you most identify as a condition that has or does affect your 
own receptivity to God? 
 
5. How can you cultivate “good soil” in your life? 
 


