
Encountering Jesus 
Luke 9:1-9 

 
Welcome to this gathering of Encountering Jesus through the Gospel of Luke. This group engagement is 
designed to provide a process of getting to know both one another…and Christ together.  
 
Getting to know one another… 
If you were going on a long trip, what one thing would you take with you? 
 
Centering… 
Take a quiet moment to center your soul on God. Take a minute for all those participating to close their 
eyes… take a deep breath…and prayerfully listen as one member reads the following Scripture… slowly 
…three times…after which they may lead in an opening prayer for the group time. 
 
Proverbs 3:5-6 (NIV) – “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all 
your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.”  
 
Exploring… 
Note that this week we are engaging a different text than that of the past Sunday gathering. In light of the 
summer break from weekly groups, this is an opportunity to engage a text further in Luke.  
Read Luke 9:1-9 (Could have read aloud, by one or two individuals) 
 
Luke 9:1-9 (NIV) 
When Jesus had called the Twelve together, he gave them power and authority to drive out all demons and 
to cure diseases, 2 and he sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal the sick. 3 He told 
them: “Take nothing for the journey—no staff, no bag, no bread, no money, no extra shirt. 4 Whatever house 
you enter, stay there until you leave that town. 5 If people do not welcome you, leave their town and shake the 
dust off your feet as a testimony against them.” 6 So they set out and went from village to village, proclaiming 
the good news and healing people everywhere. 7 Now Herod the tetrarch heard about all that was going on. 
And he was perplexed because some were saying that John had been raised from the dead, 8 others that 
Elijah had appeared, and still others that one of the prophets of long ago had come back to life. 9 But Herod 
said, “I beheaded John. Who, then, is this I hear such things about?” And he tried to see him. 

 
1. How does authority over demonic powers and disease help proclaim the kingdom of God? 
 
2. Why do you think Jesus empowered the disciples to perform miracles? 
 
3. How can this help shape and serve how we share God’s good news with others? 
 
4. Why did Jesus instruct his disciples to take nothing with them? What does this say about how we are 
meant to live? 
 
5. What does Jesus imply about the significance of receptivity by others? (Verse 5) Why might he make such 
a point? 
 
6. How has God prepared you for ministry? 
 
*7. What is Luke’s point in inserting the comment about Herod? 
 
*8. What do the rumors that Herod heard tell us about how society viewed Jesus and the disciples? 
 
* This question is best considered OPTIONAL. It may be best to skip if the group is large or short on time, 
perhaps having had extensive discussion on a previous question. 


