
Encountering Jesus 
Luke 9:18-27 

 
Welcome to this gathering of Encountering Jesus through the Gospel of Luke. This group engagement is 
designed to provide a process of getting to know both one another…and Christ together.  
 
Getting to know one another… 
If you could live anywhere in the world for a year, where would it be? 
 
Centering… 
Take a quiet moment to center your soul on God. Take a minute for all those participating to close their 
eyes… take a deep breath…and prayerfully listen as one member reads the following Scripture… slowly 
…three times…after which they may lead in an opening prayer for the group time. 
 
Psalm 143:8 (NIV) – “Let the morning bring me word of your unfailing love, for I have put my trust in you. 
Show me the way I should go, for to you I entrust my life.”  
 
Exploring… 
Read Luke 9:18-27 (Could have read aloud, by one or two individuals) 
 
Luke 9:18-27 (NIV) 
18 Once when Jesus was praying in private and his disciples were with him, he asked them, “Who do the 
crowds say I am?” 19 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, that one 
of the prophets of long ago has come back to life.” 20 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I 
am?” Peter answered, “God’s Messiah.” 
21 Jesus strictly warned them not to tell this to anyone. 22 And he said, “The Son of Man must suffer many 
things and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and he must be 
killed and on the third day be raised to life.” 23 Then he said to them all: “Whoever wants to be my disciple 
must deny themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me. 24 For whoever wants to save their life 
will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will save it. 25 What good is it for someone to gain the whole 
world, and yet lose or forfeit their very self? 26 Whoever is ashamed of me and my words, the Son of Man 
will be ashamed of them when he comes in his glory and in the glory of the Father and of the holy angels. 
27 “Truly I tell you, some who are standing here will not taste death before they see the kingdom of God.” 

 

1. What is the significance of Peter’s response to Jesus asking “Who do you say I am?” ? 
 
2. Jesus called the people to “deny themselves”, do you believe we are called to do the same today? If so, 
how do we deny ourselves for Jesus?  
 
3. Jesus specifically uses the image of a cross in the second part of His calling, reflecting what He would 
soon experience. Describe and share what it means for us to live the way of the cross today.  
 
4. What do you think Jesus means by “lose their life for me” in verse 24? How does this “save” our lives? 
 
5. Jesus calls out the potential of us being ashamed of Him and His words. What would cause us to be 
ashamed of Him? 
 
 



 
* This question is best considered OPTIONAL. It may be best to skip if the group is large or short on time, 
perhaps having had extensive discussion on a previous question. 
 
 


