
Encountering Jesus 
Luke 9:43-56 

 
Welcome to this gathering of Encountering Jesus through the Gospel of Luke. This group engagement is 
designed to provide a process of getting to know both one another…and Christ together.  
 
Getting to know one another… 
What was your favorite childhood game? 
 
Centering… 
Take a quiet moment to center your soul on God. Take a minute for all those participating to close their 
eyes… take a deep breath…and prayerfully listen as one member reads the following Scripture… slowly 
…three times…after which they may lead in an opening prayer for the group time. 
 
Psalm 108:4-5 (NIV) – “For great is your love, higher than the heavens; your faithfulness reaches to the 
skies. Be exalted, O God, above the heavens; let your glory be over all the earth.”  
 
Exploring… 
Read Luke 9:43-56 (Could have read aloud, by one or more individuals) 
 
Luke 9:43-56 (NIV) 
43And they were all amazed at the greatness of God. While everyone was marveling at all that Jesus did, he 
said to his disciples, 44“Listen carefully to what I am about to tell you: The Son of Man is going to be delivered 
into the hands of men.” 45But they did not understand what this meant. It was hidden from them, so that they 
did not grasp it, and they were afraid to ask him about it. 46An argument started among the disciples as to 
which of them would be the greatest. 47Jesus, knowing their thoughts, took a little child and had him stand 
beside him. 48Then he said to them, “Whoever welcomes this little child in my name welcomes me; and 
whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. For it is the one who is least among you all who is 
the greatest.” 49“Master,” said John, “we saw someone driving out demons in your name and we tried to stop 
him, because he is not one of us.” 50“Do not stop him,” Jesus said, “for whoever is not against you is for you.” 
51As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem. 52And he 
sent messengers on ahead, who went into a Samaritan village to get things ready for him; 53but the people 
there did not welcome him, because he was heading for Jerusalem. 54When the disciples James and 
John saw this, they asked, “Lord, do you want us to call fire down from heaven to destroy them?” 55But Jesus 
turned and rebuked them. 56Then he and his disciples went to another village. 

1. Why do you think Jesus chose this moment to allude to his being taken by the authorities? 
 
2. Why do you think the disciples were afraid to ask Jesus what he meant (v.45)? 
 
3. What does it mean to welcome a little child in Jesus’ name? What does that have to do with greatness? 
 
4. What does it mean for the least to be greatest? What does this say about the Kingdom of God? 
 
5. What do you think was the disciples' real motive in trying to stop another from delivering people from 
demonic powers in Jesus name? Why did Jesus rebuke them? 
 
6. How could this apply to us today? 
 
7. Why might James and John have reacted so strongly to the Samaritans’ rejection?  
 
8. How could this apply to us today? 
 
9. In what ways do these interactions reorient our understanding of greatness and power? 


