
Encountering Jesus 
Luke 4:1-14 

 
Welcome to this first gathering of Encountering Jesus through the Gospel of Luke.  
 
This group engagement is designed to provide a process of getting to know both one another…and 
encountering Christ together. Getting to know someone is a process that can be both personal…as 
well as shared with others. Knowing Jesus is both a personal and shared process as well. The 
Scriptures can be understood as a “living testimony” because they are the revelation of the living God 
and of Christ, the “exact representation of God’s being,” who arose and is alive. In this sense, when 
we encounter Jesus through the Scriptures, we encounter not only what “was” …but what “is.”  
 
Getting to know one another… 
What was a favorite moment or thing you did during the recent Christmas and New Year holiday 
season? 
 
Centering… 
Take a quiet moment to center your soul on God. Take a minute for all those participating to close 
their eyes… take a deep breadth…and prayerfully listen as one member reads the following two 
texts… slowly …three times. 
 
Genesis 1:27 - So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and 
female he created them.  
 
Psalm 100:3 - Know that the LORD is God. It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his people, 
the sheep of his pasture.  
 
Exploring… 
 
Read Luke 3:21-23 and 4:1-14 (Could have read aloud, divided between two or three readers) 
 
Luke 3:21-23a (NIV)  
When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was praying, heaven 
was opened 22  and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came 
from heaven: "You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased." 23  Now Jesus himself was 
about thirty years old when he began his ministry. 
 
Luke 4:1-14 (NIV)  
Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the desert, 2  where 
for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing during those days, and at the end of them 
he was hungry. 3  The devil said to him, "If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread." 
4  Jesus answered, "It is written: 'Man does not live on bread alone.'" 5  The devil led him up to a high 
place and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world. 6  And he said to him, "I will give you 
all their authority and splendor, for it has been given to me, and I can give it to anyone I want to. 7  So 
if you worship me, it will all be yours." 8  Jesus answered, "It is written: 'Worship the Lord your God 
and serve him only.'" 9  The devil led him to Jerusalem and had him stand on the highest point of the 
temple. "If you are the Son of God," he said, "throw yourself down from here. 10  For it is written: "'He 
will command his angels concerning you to guard you carefully; 11  they will lift you up in their hands, 
so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.'" 12  Jesus answered, "It says: 'Do not put the Lord 
your God to the test.'" 13  When the devil had finished all this tempting, he left him until an opportune 



time. 14  Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread through the 
whole countryside.  
 
1. The Spirit of God has just declared Jesus to be the beloved Son… in what could be described as 
the inauguration of his ministry…to begin the work of declaring and demonstrating that God’s 
Kingdom is at hand in himself. Why might the Spirit have led Jesus into this time in the wilderness at 
such a time? 
 
2. What did Jesus have to gain and lose by giving in to each of the temptations? What do the 
temptations have in common? What was Satan trying to achieve? 
 
3. How does seeing Jesus face temptation help you understand what was involved with his sharing in 
our humanity? (One may also consider what the Bible teaches in Hebrew 4:15:: “For we do not have a 
High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet 
without sin.”) 
 
4. What role could fasting serve at such a time? Have you ever fasted? What was that experience 
like? How do you imagine you would feel after going 40 days without food? 
 
5. Read Deuteronomy 8:1-3. What can we learn from Jesus’ use of scriptures? How can that be 
applied in our own lives? 
 
“Be careful to follow every command I am giving you today, so that you may live and increase and 
may enter and possess the land that the LORD promised on oath to your forefathers. 2  Remember 
how the LORD your God led you all the way in the desert these forty years, to humble you and to test 
you in order to know what was in your heart, whether or not you would keep his commands. 3  He 
humbled you, causing you to hunger and then feeding you with manna, which neither you nor your 
fathers had known, to teach you that man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes 
from the mouth of the LORD.” - Deuteronomy 8:1-3 (NIV)  
 
6. Why do you think the devil quoted the Scriptures? What does this teach us about our own use of 
the Scriptures?  
 
7. How does what you see in this encounter help you to consider and deal with the types of testing 
that you could face? How might you respond? 
 
 
 


